IRAQ ('IRAQ AL-'ARAB!) 


In the Middle Ages southern Mesopotamia was called 'Iraq al-'Arabl, to distinguish it from western Iran 
(then called 'Iraq al-'Ajami or al-Jibal). It had been added to the Islamic caliphate in the 630s and became the 
focus of Arab settlement in new cities such as al-Basrah, al-Kufah, and al-Wasit. Although the area acquired a 
connection to the caliph 'All and his sons Hasan (who both resided at al-Kufah) and Husayn (who was killed at 
Karbala’), it later became the center of the Sunni 'Abbasid caliphate. The first 'Abbasids resided at al-Hasimlyah 
near al-Kufah, until the caliph al-Mansur founded the new capital of Bagdad (Persian for “Given by God”), 
under the official name of Madinat al-Salam (Arabic for “City of Peace”). 'Iraq al-'Arabl proper (southern 
Mesopotamia) remained the heartland of the 'Abbasid caliphate until the Mongol conquest in 1158. 

While the caliphs continued to reign at Bagdad (and, during the period 833—892, in Samarra), they 
delegated power to their Tahirid supporters, who ruled as military governors (ashdb al-surtah) for some seven 
decades in the 9* century. Although the office survived, the dynastic succession to it ended in 891. In the early 
1 o th century 'Abbasid decline and military anarchy allowed parts of the area to be ravaged by the raids of the Si'I 
Qaramitah of eastern Arabia. In 945 the Buwayhid leader Mu'izz-al-Dawlah Ahmad extended Buwayhid rule to 
the area after entering Bagdad and being confirmed as amir al-uma.ro. ’ by the caliph. Buwayhid control 
continued until the Saljuqid conquest in 1055; the Buwayhids delegated management of the southern half of the 
region to the Asadl Arabs, ruled by the Mazyadids from al-Hillah (near the ruins of ancient Babylon). 

After overthrowing the local branch of the Buwayhids in 1055, the Saljuqid sultanate assumed the 
protectorate over the 'Abbasid caliphate. Saljuqid rule was effective for about a century, but the last Saljuqids 
were increasingly powerless and dependent upon atdbak s and regional vassals. In 1157 the caliph al-Muqtafi 
defied the Saljuqids and successfully resisted a siege of Bagdad. The 'Abbasids thus gradually succeeded in 
reasserting their rule in 'Iraq al-'Arabl proper for about a century, until the fall of Bagdad to the army of the 
Mongol il-hdn Hiilagii in 1258. When the Il-Hdnate began to disintegrate in the 13 3 os, the territory passed into 
the hands of the Jalayirids, who, in spite of a Timurid occupation during the period 1385 — 1405, maintained 
themselves there until 1432. There followed periods of domination by the Qara-Quyunlu (until 1469) and Aq- 
Quyunlu (until 1508) confederacies, until the establishment of Safawid rule. 

During the 16 th and 17 th centuries 'Iraq was contested by Iran and the Ottoman Empire, which won, 
politically separating the area from the Iranian plateau. Similar to Ottoman rule in Egypt and Syria, the 
government was exercised by a semi-autonomous mamluk regime during the period 1747—1831. In spite of an 
Ottoman victory over the invading British in 1916, the fall of Bagdad to the British in 1917 brought the area 
under a British protectorate that would last until 1932. This dependent state became a constitutional monarchy 
under the rule of the pro-British Hasimite king Faysal, who had been forced out of Syria by the French. 

Although 'Iraq became fully independent in 1930, the Hasimite dynasty had little opportunity to put deep roots, 
or to overcome the natural divisions among the territory’s heterogeneous population. 

In 1958 the Hasimite dynasty was overthrown in a bloody coup, and 'Iraq became a republic under a 
succession of uneasy governments, often dominated by the military. The seizure of power by the Ba't party in 
1968 paved the way to the dictatorship of the ambitious but reckless Saddam Husayn (president 1979—2003). 

He continued to centralize and modernize the country along western secular lines, but his nationalistic and 
aggressive policies led to the Iran-'Iraq War (1980—1988), the Persian Gulf War (1990—1991), and the 'Iraq 
War (2003—?), which proved fatal to his regime. 

The list below does not include the 'Abbasid caliphs or those dynasties that reigned simultaneously in 
neighboring regions such as Persia (Iran), the Jazirah (Upper Mesopotamia), or Anatolia (Turkey). 

Tahirid military governors of Bagdad 

820—822 Tahir I ... son of al-Husayn, son of Mus'ab; 'Abbasid ashdb al-surtah-, Hurasan 821—822 

822—828 'Abd-Allah I ... son ofTahir I; abdicated; Hurasan 828—845 

828—849 Ishaq ... son of Ibrahim, son ofMus'ab 

849— 850 Muhammad I ... son of Ishaq 

850— 851 'Abd-Allah II ... son oflshaq 

851— 867 Muhammad II ... son of'Abd-Allah I 

867—869 'Ubayd-Allah ... son of'Abd-Allah I; deposed 

869—879 Sulayman ... son of'Abd-Allah I 

879—884 'Ubayd-Allah ... restored; deposed 

884—890 Muhammad III ... son ofTahir II of Hurasan, son of'Abd-Allah I; Hurasan 862—873 

890—891 'Ubayd-Allah ... restored 

(to the 'Abbasid caliphate 891; Buwayhid domination 945; Saljuqid domination 1055) 




Mazyadid rulers of al-Hillah 

: 997 —I0I 7 'All I (Sana’-al-Dawlah) ... son ofMazyad al-Asadl; Buwayhid vassal 

1017—1081 Dubays I (Nur-al-Dawlah) ... son of'All I; Saljuqid vassal 

1081—1086 Mansur (Baha’-al-Dawlah) ... son of Dubays I 

1086—1108 Sadaqah I (Sayf-al-Dawlah) ... son of Mansur 

1108—1135 Dubays II (Nur-al-Dawlah) ... son of Sadaqah I 

1135 — 1138 Sadaqah II (Sayf-al-Dawlah) ... son of Dubays II 

1138—1145 Muhammad ... son of Dubays II 

1145—1150 'All II ... son of Dubays II 

1150—1163 Muhalhil ... son of'All II 

(to the 'Abbasid caliphate 116 3; to the Il-HdniAs 1158; to the Jalayirids 1336; to the Qara- 
Quyunlu 1411; to the Aq-Quyunlu 1469; to Safawid Iran 1508; to the Ottoman Empire 
1514; to Safawid Iran 1519; to the Ottoman Empire 1534; to Safawid Iran 1613; to the 
Ottoman Empire 1638; British protectorate 1917—1931) 

Hasimite rulers of Modern 'Iraq 

1911—1933 Faysal I... son ofking Husayn of the Hijaz; malik-, previously Syria 1910 
1933 — 1939 GazI... son of Faysal I 

1939—1958 Faysal II ... son of GazI 
(republic 1946) 



